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aoral Veole Aystim,
[o a recent article we gave a brief
summary of the action in the Conven

tion whieh framed the Constin
the United States in regard to the (ues
tion as to how the President should be
cliosen, which resulted in the ml"ru‘.--n
f the present system of ele |-\'
Presidential electors to be appointed by

each State “ip sach manner az the Le

ielnture thereol =hall direet* It \'.'||]
perhaps be of interest, in conneetio
with the discussion now going on as to

the advisability of abolishing that sys.
tem and substituting that of the direct
popular vote, to trace the history of
electoral system and irs
tion. ‘

The reasons for the adopti the
present system, instead of that of the
direct popular vote, were two-fold. In
the first place the framers of the Con.
stitution and thelr cotemporaries weps
very wuch less disposed to trust power
directly to the people than the
men of our days They were ght
up and edueated under a monarchy

mnd
did not know how far the v eonld ven.

{4 ¥

wertion!

nnéra-

statess

! ture in the direction of P l[‘i' ar govern-

ment  Some of them we r-- monarehists
at heart—notably Alexander Hamilton,
\\'lu':. ns '[utl"!! !rs. nny othe
enecd the :«.1'_._-;1:-11.-!.-'.:-, of the Constitp.
tion. The Republic was an experiment
and thoy did not desive to venture upos
ground which they were not f
“l\ intended, lln.‘i fore, to wmak
voice of the per u]h an indirect ivstead

r man 1 i

of a direct one, [urthermore. parties
at that time were simply the p 'rm'l--
2" & ’ ‘.. I

following of iodividual lead ' h

s {1 at '1;1 magsea of the vote

theory wa L
ple were in competent
gl
er conld do the ‘i"I“.
mesgre and slow moeth
ting ints Higence but few
I‘i-i:l‘.'.:LEhi.':-.' [‘l‘-:.”‘; knew
real .hir'n stor and a
minds of the Nation, or ¢
the means of forming a
Only the superior nud |
ench State eould be espected to know
ind diserimi
the ability ntr
ng minds of the States

In the second [u‘:‘:l ¢, 1 (!

|,-.'-1Z.':!""1T];' weiile s It

to iu] o wisely o
Owine to t!
s of disst
|n oene
anything of th
this
uld it

ms of

nnt

ana p

j..f'__‘l‘ slhare ol 4 it
atesmien than it does

several provinees had

of cach other, and La ndeted
war of independepce as sepurnte und
antonomons powers.  Sinee the warthey
had been united as a L
as a nation. And thiz added force t
the demand that the choi

should be made by representatic y

TI:'_' Ntntes, ill]" not by th

of the "--"El[ill' of the whole ¢ untr!
)ln\ul “. these consideratiog ¢l

Constitutional Conveution sdorted thy

present system.  Uader it, four dif

methods of appointing *rosid 1l eles

tors were practiced.  The firet was that

of choosing them npon a groceal S

ticket, by the popular v

DeCOIe Lond ffl'l, and 151 Y \ 1

wvery State,  The secopd was ti

f electors by districts, ns Cong

\re I'il--"n Tllw wias 0T

Mussnchuosetts and Vieginia, bt
dizearded, beeause the » It

livision of their strenstl, anl

tralization of their influenes as S

The third was nppeintment of el

"'_'v' a _i int ballot of the Stat L.

ture, and the fourth was the apport

ment by a concurrent vol tl

branches of the State Legising

<outh Carolina chose her Presidentinl

electors by the last of these methods

until the war of thc rebelli I

at the Presidentinl election f 1

appointed hor Presidential electors in

the same maoner
At the first and zee
t’]t'('li"h.‘, ll!‘J

wud Presidential
electoral v was ¢

te T

unanimously for George Waskhington
for President. At both clections. Jolin
Adams was elected Viee President. re-

ceiving, at the first election, 34 votes, 40
votes being cast for Ji in Jay, John
Rutledge, John Hancock and others
At the second eleetion Adams recsived
for 'V ice I’rn'-‘»‘idl.-ht T1 votes
Clinton 50, Thowmas Jefferson 4. snd
Aaron Burr 1,

In this second vat

(senro

for Viece Pres

ippears the first drawing of party linus
it »n Presidential election, the
posing parties being the Federalists and

l' moerats .l‘!-.'.‘- fhivision ot | i

\ppear still more distiuetly at 1l
'|.lr gleetion, when Jolin Adame v
1'1‘,!:-|]1 l’]'l sident, haoy nge :1 f the 141
votes, and Thomas Jofforzon, Perov
dent, having OGS vates We 1d
state that these elections, ne we thi
next following, were held under the
original I.rr-\i:-in!l of the Constitution
which made no arrangement for s |
ate votes for President and Viee Pis
il!‘nf. but decreed that each elector
should cast two votes, and that, when

the votes were counted, the person hav-
ing the highest vote should be declared
elected President, and the person having
the next highest vote shonld be declared
eleoted Viee President. Upder this
regulation Mr. Adams was eloctod Pres
ident in | the eandidate of the
Federal party ile T! s Jofferson

fis

wl

i,

¢ serviee or narm any p articular lead-

WHOLE NO. 926

the (.-andidutu ol 'ii" Democrats for

| Prosident, beeame Viee President,

hiav
ing three less clectoral votes than
| Adams,
| This provision gave serious trouble at
{the next election in 1801, Thomas
Jefferson and Aaron Burr, who wore
l‘--nth supported by the Democratic party
| —the  former for President and the
Untter for Viee President-—received cach
[T votes, Adams aod Piuckney, the
Pederalist ecandidates. had, the former
Go, and the latter 64 votes, one vote
| being cast for John Jay, Asthere was
a tie between Jeofforson and  Burre, the

élection was thrown intoe the Houss of
Representatives, and for seven days bal-
loting continued in that body, eight

ug lor Jetferson, six for Bun
two easting blank votes. The
result was the eleetion of Mr. Jeflers
H'.II'I" !-I‘ Qourse, l)t‘l"lluli“g ‘-"t
dent,

The events of this election turned the
anttention ol the (rovernment to a s¢ri
deteot in t1 Copstitution, and the
wus the adoption of the Twelfth Auwcnd
ment, providing that the cleetors should
vote separately for President and Viee

,
States volu
nnd !

M,

1,:_”“;.

(LS §.)

st

Vresident, and that, in case no candidare
had a majority of the electora] vota the
li"ﬂ"" ghi "..li""la' s % ! ent trom
amung the three candidates who vecvivgd
thie nmost elactoral vot for that
and the Sennte the V President from
among tae two candidat vhio 1 vied
the largest numl far 1 i
This amendment 1 sthitation
it met th pnediate danger sue
abed | voHlie € nts ot f i
|11, resulted 1 furdier s
I'..." ng the powe i ‘--1"' Uopat
dictating to Lhe their el
candidates, Jn 1=l -' Jeffercun
Clhintan wey ¢, ench red T A
t the 176 cluctoral votes. Tu 80!
James Madizon was <lected Py
Ifl'l-..fl__' -l s iy )
treorgn | \ |
115 v | Mad
g 12
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r Pres t f
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' | 1 by '
14 N P
111 il 1 1
Folin Qniney Adun A I
Heary Ciay and Willism H 1
Lk rad el i ( "
Mr, A e, =4 Mre. T aud
Mr. i ] wus
thrown into the [l | e
tives, and resulted in th Mr.
.\-l.-!n.-' i".' R Costivion ol o Fis 1= alld
those of Mr. Ulay ir. Callioun was
chiosers Viss Peossdes al
Iy 3 nt t t! LOPZAN I ER-
! purt T ] /L 'ty
enrri thie « Ls ol s 1 i
1 =&, Lhi W part it I~ Ldi
Demuocratic t £ 144, the W hig that
f Isis 1 I riatic those of 1503
und 1SS he Republiean those of
I=60, ISGd. TXGs I=T2. The de-
| e ' b re =0 i iiar
that to recapituiate
! hiieh w 1 (o
I il tion with the
nt su all thes t
t L sen by e
1 o vole praclticaliy
iictatad : mee by the ae
it 1
Th s fter the o
the tontent of th
Constitn nrov r for thi 10ine
{ I’: ) ey rnet] }_I le
fonted e 00 until 1828 the
I’res H Hdates wer put i the
field -‘-_. ( I.ﬁ',‘---jr': il cuncusses Sinee
that tine they have been selected by
party conve ntions. Under our preseut

stem  the

: Nntional party eonvention
jocs what

it was intended that the elec-

[

tors should do  The whole programme
marked out f the (lonstitution is prac-
tically turnes .r wide down ; and, instead

{ the people appointing electors to
clioose their President, they first, as
moembers of :’-f"_:!i il 1 rties haoso :lt‘!-
ceates to make a Presidential nomion-
tionn. and then nominate aud c¢hoose
electiors pledged 1o vote for the caudi-
Int thus & i. H."-.'\‘ ..:lh_\.-
! then 0 | failure In

A W aper P it only
rthilees ) langerous

LH
{ Py il
ilal

-

papers Wit
that ¢ { T ik wd Uome
pan: horeafter rausact all if 8
iness in that State with the Natiounl
paper ITeLCY, .1' an | 51" 1500
Repullicon says the railroad will ren-
der groat serviee to the Pacific coast
vif it will destroy the monop oly of

money and sceure -:» rlw National bank-
ing system and u; currency. The
railroad is y power in the State
strong enough to “11 iple with the Bank
nf C u]phrnn which is as great a foe to

the railroad inter anu-

oh

as 1t 18 to m

’:l_.‘|r.5 ind the intercsts ol



